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walked along. "I don't want to go
there, Enoch."

charge,. . Whether the coal la to ben
carried from the street around the
house to the rear and then down in
the basement and piled in a bin in the
front of the house is immaterial. The
dealer must, under the orders of the
boss of the coal trade, become a coal
carrier or go out of business.

THE IXC CIOSING.'
Topeka again is placed under an In-

fluenza ban and legitimate business
tliat suffered for a month recently
must once mope pay the price of the
health order.

It all brings to mind the question
of the advantage of tightening the
reins on a city during an epidemic of
this kind.

The epidemic that swept over the
United States in September and Octo-

ber was fought in many different
ways by health authorities with vari
ous results. In some cities the the-
aters, schools, churches and public
hails were allowed to remain open.
In other cities they were closed tight.
The epidemic seemed to go on just
about the same until it appeared to
wear out and then gradually disap-
pear.

The most notable case was the ac-

tion taken in New York City, the me-
tropolis of the United States and the
most thickly populated city in the
country. Here the closing order was
not applied and the city health au-

thorities maintained strict supervision.
the schools paid stringent attention
to all indications of illness among the
pupils and the epidemic was controlled
as successfully, if not more so, than
In Chicago, Philadelphia and various
cities where the ban was in effect. In
cities along the Mississippi, for in-

stance, where one town was closed
and another open, there were exam
ples of a greater death rate in the
clo&ed cities.

In Kansas, Dr. S. J. Crumblne, sec
retary of the state board of health, is
vigorously in favor of the quarantine.
"Our recent epidemic Indicated that
about 4 per cent of the population
contracted the disease," he says. "This
can be compared with a 15 per cent
showing in other localities where the

was not enforced. It is a crowd
disease and must be considered so. In
state institutions in Kansas where the
quarantine always has been in force
there have been no evidence of the dis
ease whatever. Altho the ban did not
entirely wipe out the influenza It re
duced it to such an extent that even
now as it reappears it is in a greatly
modified form. It is the rapid spread
of influenza that results fatally to a
higher degree."

The recent epidemio thruout the
United States caused more deaths to
civilians than German bullets to sol-
diers In the American armies. It has
been the most serious outbreak in
years. And it has nearly baffled med-
icine and health experts.

It is still a mighty problem both
to the health authorities and to the
business, man who has suffered in
trade. Health comes first, of course.
But business has a right to be given
consideration, especially when it is
evident that there is a difference of
opinion among health boards over the
country as to the merit of a quaran-
tine.

In Topeka the city health board has
been at a loss the last few days as to
what action to take. The current jump
in the number of cases was a sur ise
and a shock. It seemed that the peo-
ple, after all, were to blame, due to
their carelessness in taking self pro-
tection.

On the face of the epidemic as it
looks today it appears that too much
censure should not be placed on the
theaters and business houses. If a
person is suffering with influenza he
owes it to himself and to the com
munity not to appear in public. He is
no more dangerous in a theater than
in a street car or In his office. In
other words, the city health authori-
ties should be more strict in their con-
trol of persons afflicted with the dis
ease and in the drastic quarantine of
families where the disease is rampant.

Let the closing order apply to homes
where influenza is placarded. Why
close a theater or a business house or
a church and allow the home of the
afflicted to remain open to the fam
ily and visitors?

If we are to maintain a closing or
der let us be consistent!

The railroads of the country con
tinue to show material increases in
their net revenue, as compared with
one year ago. The report for the
nine months ended September 30 from
operations of the leading roads indi-
cates that the net sum which the gov
ernment will receive for the nine
montns is ssig, 656,000. In conse
quence of the improved situation this
year, prospective loss to the govern
ment has been reduced to about $200,-000,0-

for the nine months' period
ending October 1 from approximately
$500,000,000, the threatened loss sev
eral months ago. Railroad adminis
tration officials predict that by the
end of the year the government's loss
will be reduced to less than $100,000,-00- 0,

and this will be recouped later in
the increased earnings from higher
rates continuing to pour in.

The congress elected in November
will not convene, in the regular course
of events, until December. 1919. If
the president see fit, he can call a
special session, which he probably will
not do unless urgent need compel.
Congress should pass the bill to re-
quire the holding of three regular ses-
sions of each congress, the first one
In March following the election.
When the people vote for a change
they should get it without waiting a
whole year.
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One by one restrictions upon busi-
ness which were imposed by the war
are being; removed and the country is
approaching normal conditions. One
of the latest burdens to be lifted Is
that of the half cent a mile charge on
Pullman tickets. What this country
needs now is opportunity. The ma-
chinery of American industry is ready
to go ahead at full speed whenever
the government will permit it to do so.
American builders need structural
workers, factories need operatives,
farmers will need help and must have
early assurance that the help will be
available. Business men need clerks,
stenographers and accountants. All
kinds of enterprise need capital. Ev-
erybody needs opportunity and when
that is granted the nation will enter
at once upon the greatest forward
movement in Its history. If official-
dom will release Its grasp upon labor,
capital and enterprise. the initiative,
energy and intelligence of the country
will do the rest.

Van S. Tracy of John Burnham &
Co., a director of several sugar

is quoted by Investment
News as follows: "The present
shortage of sugar in the United States
Is to a large extent artificial. So far
this season about 6,000,000 bags of
beet sugar have been manufactured
and only about 1,500,000 bags have
been sold. The balance is held In
storage. As the sugar companies are
anxious to sell the sugar and the pub-
lic is anxious to buy it, it is very dif
ficult to understand why the food ad
ministration does not authorize its sale
and distribution."

It may be necessary to hurry up the
organization of that league to en-
force peace if Peru and Chile are to
be prevented from mixing in a fight,

The Poles are making a bad start
for a people who were supposed to
desire an honorable place among the
nations of the earth. Their persecu-
tion and massacre of the Jews is cal-
culated to put them in a class with
the Turks and the Bolsheviki.

It is announced from Washington
that discarded army trucks will be
taken over by the postoffice depart-
ment and immediately placed in the
postal service. If Kansas would get
her share she must hurry up her road
building program. Trucks cannot
operate successfully on dirt roads.

News services continue to waste
time and space in disseminating proof
that Germany and Austria deliberately
planned the war and took every pre-

caution against any possibility of a
continuation of peace. There has been
no doubt in the public mind regard-
ing the fact in the past four years.
Why is it considered necessary to pro
duce further proof?

Everybody felt sure at all times that
the allies would win the war but none
could guess how or when. This paper
maintained that the war could be won
In the Balkans and after Bulgaria col-
lapsed the end was not long delayed.

The long war congress which has
adjourned will reassemble In Decem-
ber as a peace congress.

The fuel administrator of the Dis-
trict of Columbia has issued an order
that "all coal dealers are hereby di-

rected to arrange for and store all coal
delivered by them to residences,
whene-e- r requested by the purchaser,
at a cost of not to exceed 75 cents a
ton." This sounds like compulsory
service, but it isn't. The dealer can,
perhaps, refuse to deliver the coal,
and in that event he won't have to put
it in. But if he stay in the coal busi-
ness, the order of the fuel administra
tor requires him to engage in the
business of storing coal whether he
wants to or not, and to carry the coal

THE CASE OP THE BAD BOY.
Washington, D. C, Nov. 25. At the

age of 13 Robert Field broke into the
hardware store in his town, and stole
a easeful of jackknives. His guilt sus-
pected, he was searched and the miss-
ing property found in his clothing.
The owner of the hardware store
agreed to leave Robert's punishment
to his father, who gave him a vigorous
thrashing. '

Since then, Robert has not been
caught in any delinquency, but he ap-
pears to have a bad influence on the
rest of the small boys in the town, and
is accused of having encouraged one
boy to steal a bicycle. His school rec-
ord shows that he is always out of
school because of alleged illness, and
consequently has never progressed be-
yond the fifth grade. He claims to
have "heart trouble," "kidney trouble"
and "stomach trouble" claims in
which his mother strongly supports
him.

Further investigation of Robert's
history reveals the fact that his father,
who died of tuberculosis shortly after
the incident of the jackknives, was a
drunkard and ne'er-do-we- ll. His
mother also has a very bad reputa-
tion.

The case of Robert Field is only one
of many uncovered in a recent investi-
gation of juvenile delinquency under
taken by Kate Holladay Claghorn of
the United States children's bureau.
Out of twenty-on- e communities inves-
tigated, Miss Claghorn reports 185
cases of erring juveniles, 119 of whom
were boys and 66 of whom were girls.

Never has the connection between
heredity and crime been more clearly
illustrated than in this investigation
by the Children's Bureau. In nearly
every case the parents of the delin-
quent child are shown to possess men-
tal or moral defects.

Why, for example, did Robert Field,
among all the other little boys in his
village, show an irrespressible tend-
ency to lie and steal ? Some will con-
tend that it was the boy's environ-
ment, but at the time that he broke
into the hardware store his environ-
ment was much the same as that of
the other boys in his community.
Only he was handicapped by his her-
itage a drunken father and a dis
reputable mother. i

Here is another case reported by
Miss Claghorn: At the age of eleven
Harry Porterfield stole a watch from

neighbor. The neighbor imme
diately got out a warrant for the
arrest of both Harry and his father,
and the watch was discovered in the
possession of the father. The father
asserted that Harry had stolen the
watch, and that he was going to make
him return it. but this was doubted
by all who knew the father. Two
years later, Harry had become the
leaaer or a gang of boys who were
causing the village all sorts of trou-
ble. Among other things, they
wrecked several buildings on the local
picnic ground. An investigation of
Harry's family showed that his father
had a reputation for stealing, prin
cipally chickens; that he had been on
probation twice for deserting 'his fam
ily, and that he was in the habit of
going on sprees every time he got
money enough.

Another case is Bert Snyder, who
committed his first offense against
society at the age of 14 when he broke
into the schoolhouse, loeked up for the
noon hour, and appropriated money
from the teacher's desk. Encouraged
by his success. Bert tried this a second
time and was caught and thrashed
by the principal of the school. A year
later, Bert, in company with another
boy. broke into the local grocery store
and stole $15. The boys were suspected
and put thru an informal third degree,
in which the other boy confessed. No
action was taken, however, since the
owner of the grocery and Bert's father
were friends. At the age of 16 Bert
left school, having completed only the
fifth grade. His latest occupation Is
collecting money on deliveries of meat
for his father, who is a butcher, charg
ing them on the books and keeping
the money for his own use. Some light
is shed on Bert's propensities when we
learn that his father is what is known
as a "bottle drinker" and has recently
had a case of delirium tremens which
nearly left him insane.

The same kind of nereaity is louna
in the case of Jennie Park, 15 years
old, who recently became the mother
of an illegitimate child, the father of
which is a man 20 years old who has
finally decided to marry her. Tracing
Jennie s record, the investigator round
that she had scarcely gone to school
at all, and that the schaol authorities
had not been troubled by her absence
because she was believed to be feeble-
minded. John Park, the father of
Jennie is immoral and lazy, and is
probably subnormal mentally. His
wife, who provides most of the sup-
port of the family by scrubbing, is un
questionably subnormal.

Richard Park, jennies cousin, is
also a delinquent of fifteen who has
committed several offenses of a feeble-
minded nature. He has given his
teachers a great deal of trouble - in
school, where he has never advanced
beyond the third grade. One of his
first caprices was to take a horse from
a pasture and ride it so long and hard
that the animal died. He also bought
eggs on account at one grocery store
and then sold them for cash at the
grocery store across the street. It is
believed, however, that a maturer in-

tellect instigated this particular pro-
ceeding, since it involved a business
sense which Richard is not believed to
have. Since then, Richard has stolen
everything within his reach chickens,
vegetables, firewood, boots. Richard's
father, who is the brother of Jennie's
father, is mentally subnormal, illiter-
ate, and Incapable of supporting his
family. His mother, also a village
scrubwoman, is mentally deficient.

All of this goes to prove what Euro
pean psychriatrists have long known
that crime is due to mental aereci,
which is generally both hereditary and
incurable. A man who is a thief gen-
erally has a child who is a thief, un-
less the mother's heredity is sufficient-
ly strong and untainted to counteract
the effect of the other.

Here in America the question of
heredity is just beginning to receive
the attention that it deserves. For
many years students of juvenile delin-
quency have been inclined to assign
its cause J.o a child's environment. A
child brought up among thieves will
naturally tend to become a thief is
their assertion but if taken away from
that environment when still young he
'will make just as good a citizen as
anybody else.

Now European psychiatrists assert
that if a boy is a thief, in the great
majority of cases it IS due to a defect
in his brain. They also assert that
this defect is generally incurable, and

DRAWN BY BUSHNELL.

DOROTHY DIX TALKS
BY DOROTHY DIX

World's Highest Paid Woman Writer.

Why They Are Not Popular. 2.
Nothing but the love that passes all

understanding enables any of us to en-

dure the braying of the self centered
ass, so when a man asks a girl who
cares nothing on earth for him to
listen to him give himself the glad
hand, he is demanding more than flesh
and blood can bsar. '

Besides, a girl feels that if anyone
is going to be talked about she is tha
one. She is so much more interesting

at least to herself. So if a man
wants to be persona grata, to women,
let him put the soft pedal on his own
exploits. Anyway, until after the girl
has said "yes." Under the hypnotism
of love a woman will stand for th
personal reminiscences of when a man
was a small freckle faced boy with
pale green warts on his hands. But
not before.

Another reason wh many worthy
men fail to make a hit with gtrla is
because they are so sloppy and sloven-
ly in dress. A man may have all the
virtues under the sun, and have them
neutralized in a woman's eyes by a
grimy collar and straggly hair, and
hands that needed the attention of a
manicure. Abstractly, the girl might
appreciate the man's fine qualities of
soul, but she would physically revolt
against his uncleanliness and she'd be
ashamed to be seen in his company.
That would settle it for the only man
that a woman can really love is the'
man she is proud of, and wants to
flaunt in the faces of her friends, h
may have a maternal tenderness and
pity for the man she has to apologize
for, but she feels none of that tri-
umphant, glorying love that thrills her
when the man she has set her heartupon can hold his own in any com-
pany.

Women spend most of their time andthoughts on cloth ;s. and In keeping
themselves dainty in person. This be-
ing true, and a matter of common
knowledge, it Is strange that men
have never realized how must stress
women put on a man's 'appearance--
and how repuZsive he is to them un-
shaven, and with spotty clothes that
look as if they had been slept in.

Girls do not like the man who la
either too indifferent, or too ignorant,
to pay them the little courtesies thatare sweet to a woman. They do not
like to dance with the man who tram-
ples all over their feet and who tears
their frocks. They do not like to go
to the theater with a man who hasn'tenough sense to pick out good seats.
They loathe going to a restaurant witha man who can't select a nice meal,
and who gets into a row with thwaiter over the check.

And they set the man down as asocial dead beat who v. sits in theirhomes, who accepts their invitationsto dinners, teas and suppers and whomakes no return, who never takes themanywhere, who never sends books,flowers or candy or remembers an anniversary.
Oirls aren't hard to please. Good-ness knows, in the present scarcity ofmen they don't look a gift horse close-ly enough in the mouth, and a manmust surely be an also Van if he can'twin out with the fair sex.

VJTf ' vo-- s
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He threw his arms about her and
held her so closely she could scarcely
oreatne..

"Oh, Abby!" he cried, "that little
worry pressed me hard, but it's gone
now forever!"

When he was alone again In the
wood, he fell on his knees by the felled
dead tree.

"Oh God!" he cried out, "day after
tomorrow is the world's Thanksgiving
day--b- ut today is mine, today is mine,
blessed God!"
(Copyright, 1918, by the McClure News-

paper Syndicate.)

ON THE SPUR
OF THE MOMENT

BY ROY K. MOULTON

"What d'ye mean, peace?" asks a
neighbor of ours who has four of his
wife's relatives living with him.

"England . . .. She is our naturalally and brother." Gertrude Ather-to- n.

Always thought he was our sister.

The Dutch people now seem deter-
mined to knock .he Wilhelm out of
Wilhelmina.

"Avoid crowds," yells-- a flu expert,
"but it is ail right to go to the thea-
ter." Alas, too true.

HEART AND BEAUTY
PROBLEMS

BY MRS. ELIZABETH THOMPSON.

Dear Mrs. Thompson: I am a girl
17 years old. I work and earn my own
living. I also help about the house. I
am going with my brother's girl's
brother. He works the same place as
my brother. I ne-e- r go any place with
him unless my brother and his sister
are with us. I have been to his house
many times and have met his mother.

My mother wants me to go with him,
but father objects. My father oftensays hard things toward me which
nearly break my heart. He gives hints
that I am not wanted at home and he
won't let me go to live with my mar-
ried brother. What shall 1 do?. Doyou think he can make me give up thisboy? BLUE EYES.

Ignore the unkind remarks your
father makes and live at home foryour mother's sake. He does not mem
what he says or he would let you go
to live with your brother. T;y not
to displease him and let him have hisown way as many times as you can.

He cannot mayke you give up theboy. But you should be very careful
not to talk about your engagements
with him to your father. Since you
have your mother's sanction in whatyou are doing, it will not be deceitful I

to remain silent in that respect to your
father. j

Dear Mrs. Thompson: I would like j

to send a Christmas letter to all the I

soldier boys wlubm I know in France.
Several of the boys are close friends,
but two of them are Just classmates. !

Do you think they would consider it j

strange if they received a letter? i

MARRARET. )

You can write letters which will j

please the hoys and yet not give the 4

impression that you are deeply Inter-
ested in them. Without a doubt they
will be very glad to receive greetings
from a friend at home.

that it Is generally inherited from the
boy's parents.

These are just the things which this
study of juvenile delinquency seems to
indicate.

Little Robert Field and the rest of
them never got any better" so far as
the records show. And the records
also show drunkenness, crime, insan-
ity or ss in the par-
ents of almost every one of these de-
linquent children.

They inherited their criminal ten-
dencies from their parents. It logical-
ly follows that their children will in
turn inherit criminal tendencies from
them.

In a word, we are breeding crimi-
nals at a rapid rate in this country.
For, while we confine criminals and
delinquents for various periods, we
always turn them loose again, and we
never do anything to prevent them
from having children.

By the year 1950, unless something
is done about it, little Robert Field,
who stole jackknives, will have a
whole crowd of children and grand-
children. And it is safe to say that a
large percentage of these descendants
of Robert Field will also steal, and
likewise get drunk and very likely
commit murder.

But if the United States adopts the
civilized, scientific method of handling
the defective part of its population,
the children of Robert Field will be
identified as defectives when they are
in school.- - They will then be placed
in a separate colony where they can
earn their livings and lead normal
lives, but where they cannot commit
crimes and, above all, where they can-
not breed other criminals.

HOUSEHOLD HINTS

Soups.
Bisque cf Crab One pint crab

flakes or six hardshell crabs, two
tablespoons Hour, three tablespoons
oil, cne quart inilk, one tablespoon
onion juice, one tablespoon chopped
parsley, one tablespoon tomato catsup,
ten drops tabasco rauce, one (easpoon
salt. Put the oil in a saucepan and
add the flour. Mix; add the milk and
stir until boiling. Add all the season-
ings and the crab meat; reheat care-
fully, but do not boil- - Serve at once.

Soup a la Reine One left-ov- er

roast chicken, two quarts water, one
teaspoon cornstarch, thre-quarte- rs

cup boiled rice, one-ha- lf ci'p cream,
salt and pepper to taste. Cut all the
meat from the carcass of the chicken
and chop very fine. Put the bones in
the water and simmer for two hours.
'Remove the bones and thicken with
the cornstarch made smooth with a
little cold water. Add the chicken
and rice, and when very soft rub
thru a coarse strainer. Bring to the
boiling point again, add the cream
and season to taste.

GLOBE SIGHTS
(From the Atchison Globe.

Some women take great pleasure in
shuddering at everything.

Every community has two or three
women who do all of the community's
sighing.

An Atchison married man always
looks as tho he were about to say:
"Won't some kind Christian help me
out of this?"

We presume the game of c'ards is
quite interesting, but some men play
cards because they think it is smart to
pull their hats down over their eyes
and look clever.

EVENING STORY

Enoch's Thanksgiving.
BY S. B. HACKLEY.

Old Paulina Dotson stood beside the
spring welling out from between two
boulders in her yard at the foot of Big
Laurel mountain, and sighed lugubri-
ously.

"David's a goin" a goin' soon!"
"Where's Davy goin' ?"
"I didn't know you was around,

Abagail Ssal!" Pauliny frowned a
bit resentfully. "You always did have
the softest steppin pair of feet for
all the world like a cat's!"

"Or a' thiefs!" muttered the hard-visag-

old man sitting near the
spring, mending a bridle.

The blooming young girl, looking
over the low stone fence, reddened at
this covert thrust. v

"Davy's goin' to take his $200 rail-
road tie money and go to the preacher
college after Thanksgivin. 1 thought
he was goin to marry on it, but he
says he ain't," went on Pauliny,

"Oh. Pauliny, I wasn't meant for
David!" Abagail raised propitiating
eyes to the old woman's censuring
ones, then they deepened and dark-
ened solemnly. "Folks has got a heap
to think about besides marryin' these'
stirrin' times, Pauliny."

"David knows that," his grand-
mother drawled defensively; n

lame is all that's keepin" him from
but it won't hinder his

preachin'.'
"Two hundred dollars Is a lot of

money I wish I had the half," ob
served Abby wistfully. ''Where does
Davy keep it. Pauliny?"

"He's got it in my little beaded sack
in the loft. He's afraid of

banks."
When the girl was gone the bridle-mende- r,

Cleophas, rebuked Pauliny.
"Laws!" Paulin tossed her head

"Abby's honester than you, Cleophas.
You are spite foolishly.
Abby's prot her woman's right to prefer
Enoch Dawn to our Davy! '

Abby, walking with light swiftness
thru the reddening woods, stopped
when she came to a dead poplar that.
destitute of limbs and punctured by
woodpeckers and ants, hung over the
path.

"I'm goin to axe that poplar!" A
cheerful voice sounded behind her.
and a sunburned young man lifted her
aside out of the way of the leaning
tree. "It shan't fall on my girl while
I'm fightin'! Yes. I'm goin'. Abby.
Something in me says: 'Enoch, don't
stay here takin it easy makin excuse
your mammy s got out you.

She raised glowing eyes. "Oh,
Enoch. I couldn't stand it if you didn't
want to go! But I Oh, Enoch, you
might not come back.

Enoch kissed her paling cheek.
"There's worse things could happen

us. honey.
"I know," she whispered; "sin

brines folks the worst griefs."
"I'm not goin' to enlist until

Thanksgiving day, three weeks yet,
the boy said presently; "I've got to get
the corn in and leave things in shape
for winter first for mammy. ,

The next morning when Enoch met
Abby in the woodland path and bent

over her she seemed scarcely
sense that he was kissing her.
"My silver breastpin you gave me Is

gone," she told him nervously. "I
could not find It anywhere this morn-in- '.

I'm afraid losin' it'll bring us
bad luck!"

"Let's walk as far as Cleophas Dot-son- 's

and look for it," Enoch sug-
gested.

"I wasn't in Pauline's yard yester-
day," she demurred fretfully as they

Pauline ran out to meet them, her
eyes wide with excitement. "David's
money's gone! Stolen!"

Enoch felt Abby's ringers sink into
the flesh of his arm. Then David
came out, corroborating his mother's
story.

"And nobody knew I kept tne mon-
ey in the loft!" he observed mourn-
fully.

"Only Abby!" old Cleophas mut-
tered. "Pauliny told her but jest yes-
terday."

"Here's the ladder settln' outside
the window just like it's been all sum-
mer." David went on.

"Yes, and them that climbed that
ladder and stole that hard-earn-

money ought to be made to suffer, be
it man or woman!" Cleophas re-
marked, and Enoch felt that he knew
what was in his suspicious old brain.
Then, in the grass at the foot of the
ladder, his troubled eyes fell on Abby's
brooch. When his heart began to beat
again, he set a cautious foot over the
pin, and, unobserved, stooped and
transferred the trinxet to his pocket.

"1 wish I could know where my pin
is!" she murmured on their way home.
Enoch's hand, pressing his breast
pocket, felt the uncomfortable rough-
ness of the brooch within, but he
grew cold at the thought of restoring
it to her. Had Abby been tempted
to take David's money? He recalled
that she had been unaccountably dis-
turbed and troubled 'over the trivial
loss of the brooch, and she had not
wanted to go in the direction of
Pauliny's to look for it.

Enoch knew that, once he were
gone, leaving Abby with no men folk
to defen 1 her, old Cleophas would not
hesitate to accuse her. But if he
stayed, the cowardly old man would
not make trouble. Could he stop his
ears to the call of the flag and stay
behind with Abby?

For three weeks Enoch worked and
suffered. Two days before Thanksgiv-
ing day, the day he had set to pres.r.t
himself for enlistment, he met Bate
Owens, a neighbor lad.

"Cleophas says he believes he knows
who got Davy's $200," he remarked,
"and v.ind and weather permittin",
he's goin' uptown Saturday and notify
the sheriff. Who do you reckon
the old cuss has fastened it on,
Enoch?"

Enoch shook his head, but when
Bate left him, he sank on the fallen
leaves and raised beseeching eyes to
the November sky.

"Hear me. Lord!" he cried. "If she
if my girl never done that wrong,

send me a sign, and forgive me forthinkin' she might have! And if she
did sin, show me what to do between
now and Thursday!"

A woodpecker, tapping on the dead
poplar, scolded fiercely as a crow
lighted on the top. Enoch rose wear-
ily and went to the Sea! place.

"Bring me the axe, honey," he re-
quested Abby. "I'm goin' to cut the
old poplar I was about to forget it,
and I'm goin' day after tomorrow at
least I ought to. Stand out of the
way now.

Presently Enoch, examining the
fallen tree's top. gave a joyous cry.
On the ground lay some red string, a
door key. a safetypin and Paulina
Dotson's little red and yellow beaded
pouch.

Enoch opened the bag and'took out
David's four fifty dollar bills. "I saw
a crow fly up there a tame one. I
reckon. He must have hp.rt a ha:it of
goin' in houses around here and he
fancied the beads on Paulina's pocket- -
book.

Abby smiled in his radiant face.
"Your worried look's gone, Enoch!


